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Petition of Right to Own, Buy or Lease Land
[bookmark: _GoBack]The reason the committee of Freedmen on Edisto Island neglect signing the order is they feel their rights have been violated. As allies of the government, the committee perceives that common faith dictates fulfillment of pacts made during the war before agreements can be reached. Land was promised to them and failure to fulfill the promise will leave landless and homeless, without place to bury their dead. The condition negates their recognition as freemen. The committee highlights the torture they went through and explains the torturers cannot be forgiven for wanting to keep them helpless. The committee continues to plead for land anywhere because they can only turn to God, since they really have no rights. Therefore, even if they purchased land, they wouldn’t own rights to it.
The commissioner of the freedmen’s bureau explains that land they purchase will be defended for their sake. He follows that since slavery is abolished, they now have rights, and slavers could not return to their oppression-inflicting ways. The commissioner advices the commission the need for Congressional approval for any lease or land, and will dictate their wages. He will represent the, and this will give them the option to buy, lease or work for payment. He advices a written petition to Congress. 
The commission then directs their grievances to the president. They explain their sorrow in the government’s intention to return the land to slavers. The commission calls on God to aid President Lincoln in making his decision, to outweigh the variables. Since they are recognized as free, the commission illustrates the value of the land in their perception and from their efforts. The commission highlights their rights as freemen and how preposterous the notion of sending lavers back is to the perception of liberty. The commission has followed the advice of the government and acquired 16000 acres of land and is willing to provide payment for the same when summoned. They plead to the president, for their sake and for their future generations, that land be available to them just to have a home. The commission also calls on God again to aid the president in his decisions. 
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